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MEDICINES AND POISONS (VALIDATION) BILL 2022 
Consideration in Detail 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
Clause 4: Validation — 
Debate was interrupted after the clause had been partly considered. 
MS L. METTAM: Before the break, I was asking a question about clause 4(5). Has the department undertaken 
any work to identify who would not have been captured by the regulations in 2019 but will now be captured by this 
clause? I think we touched on this before going into question time. 
Ms A. SANDERSON: Just to clarify, did the member ask who would be affected or who would not be affected? 
Ms L. METTAM: Who would not be affected—people who would not have been captured by the 2019 regulations 
but will now be captured by this clause. 
Ms A. SANDERSON: There has been a fairly extensive analysis of the legislation that may be captured; I understand 
that it is up to about 40 pieces of legislation. I think that was provided to the opposition in the briefing. For the 
purposes of Hansard, I would be happy to table it. 
Ms L. METTAM: I thank the minister; we have been provided with that information. Is there any understanding 
of the number of individuals from this period who will be affected? 
Ms A. SANDERSON: It is not really possible to understand to the level of individuals, and that level of detail is not 
necessarily relevant to this bill, which is about capturing everyone who may have been impacted by a conviction 
or an offence at that time. 
Ms L. METTAM: Is the minister or the department aware of any persons who were charged with an offence who 
would otherwise, with the passing of this legislation, not have been charged or vice versa? 
Ms A. SANDERSON: No, we are not. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms C.M. Collins): Minister, would you like to table something? Was there something 
that you wanted to table? 
Ms A. Sanderson: Not unless the opposition requires it. 
Ms L. METTAM: Can I just clarify: was the document that the minister referred to the table of potentially 
impacted provisions? 
Ms A. SANDERSON: Yes, that is correct. 
Ms L. METTAM: I will seek that the document be tabled, just for the purposes of Hansard. We thank the minister 
for providing this information to the opposition ahead of the consideration in detail stage. 
[See paper 1726.] 
Ms L. METTAM: We had asked this question through the minister’s office and it was recommended that we ask 
it during the consideration in detail stage. It was remiss of me not to ask it earlier; I hope the minister is able to provide 
a response now. I refer to the appeal that is currently before the Supreme Court. Was the definition issue that has 
led to this bill raised as a defence in the trial in the first instance? 
Ms A. SANDERSON: I cannot discuss details of the appeal or the trial in the first instance given the matter is 
currently before the court. 
Ms L. METTAM: Can the minister outline why subclause (6) was not included as part of subclause (5)? 
Ms A. SANDERSON: The advice I have is that it is drafting practice to separate them. 
Ms L. METTAM: I have a question that I hope can be answered here. I raised this question about the commonwealth 
earlier. Why has the commonwealth recently been moving the drugs definition between schedules 1 and 2 of the act? 
I understand that it happened on not only one, but a couple of occasions. Also, can the minister clarify why the 
commonwealth did not notify the state about those changes, and how that lack of communication can be rectified 
going forward? 
Ms A. SANDERSON: The commonwealth has not provided an explanation, but it is quite literally a reordering 
of one part of the schedule to the front of the schedule. 
Ms L. METTAM: For further clarification, has the minister been given no explanation or understanding of why 
the commonwealth has done this on a number of occasions? 
Ms A. SANDERSON: No explanation has been forthcoming. 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4111726ac9bbf4ce07cb39f74825890900306434/$file/tp+1726+(2022)+table+of+potentially+impacted+provisions.pdf
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Clause put passed. 
Title put and passed. 

Third Reading 
Bill read a third time, on motion by Ms A. Sanderson (Minister for Health), and transmitted to the Council. 
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